[The Ogilvie syndrome in elderly patients with multimorbidity].
Two patients presented with the Ogilvie syndrome which is an acute colonic pseudo-obstruction without any mechanical obstruction. Both patients suffered from multiple medical conditions such as infections, electrolyte disturbances and functional decline.The Ogilvie syndrome is particularly seen in patients with multimorbidity who stay in the hospital or nursing home. The incidence of the Ogilvie syndrome will probably increase because of ageing of our population and will be most prevalent in the frail elderly. The precise mechanism of this disease is still unclear, but there is evidence in the literature that the aetiology is multifactorial and runs via autonomic dysregulation of the colon.Early recognition and appropriate treatment may reduce the risk of complications and limit mortality, also depending on the related comorbidity.